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Conner Fiscarelli, CEO 

Gove County Medical Center 

I hope you enjoy this December issue of 
the Pulse newsletter.  As I look back on 
2022, I can’t help but think how fast the 
year has gone by and all that we have 
accomplished.  There is still so much 
work to be done in 2023. 
Our focus is on streamlining and 
expanding services for our patients and 
residents and maintaining a culture of 
excellence at GCMC.  This includes 
enhancing lives through person-centered 
care and providing the right care, at the 
right time, in the right setting – close to 
home.   
As your hospital, it starts with our 
approach in committing to act with unity 
in serving one common purpose to make 
a difference.  We want to show those we 
serve that we care with every action, 
every time.   
As 2022 comes to a close, I want to thank 
the dedicated staff members at GCMC 
and all those that choose us for their 
healthcare needs.  We understand you 
have a choice for your healthcare and are 
humbled that you chose us. 
From the GCMC family, I would like to 
wish everyone the happiest of holidays 
and offer my best wishes for 2023.  
Thank you for trusting GCMC with your 
family’s healthcare.   
 

Sincerely,  
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OUR PROVIDERS 
  

Michael E. Machen, M.D.  Douglas J. Gruenbacher, M.D. Shelly L. Gruenbacher, M.D. 

Anna Rempel, M.D.  Scott Rempel, M.D.  Glenda Wheeler, APRN-BC  

SPECIALTY PROVIDERS 
  

Orthopedics          
Dr. Harbin, MD 

General Surgery 
Dr. Schultz, MD 

Cardiology    
Dr. Hagley, MD 

Cardiology    
Dr. Wagle, MD 
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Anesthesiology                         
Shelby Mollenkamp,              

DNAP, CRNA  

Diabetic/Dietitian/
Nutrition    

Janette Burbach, 
MS RD CDE 2 GOVE COUNTY MEDICAL CENTER 

  
Podiatry          

Dr. Hinze, DPM 
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GCMC BOARD OF TRUSTEES Quote of the Month  
“Though nobody can go back and make 
a new beginning...anyone can start over 
and make a new ending.”       

Chico Xavier         

MISSION STATEMENT 

Gove County Medical Center is  
committed to providing  

exceptional healthcare services 

delivered in a spirit of  
compassionate care. 

 

 

VISION STATEMENT 

Gove County Medical Center  
will be a prominent 
 healthcare provider      
in Northwest Kansas  

offering services which  
encompass the complete life cycle  

of our patients, residents          
and their loved ones.  

 

THE 4 AGREEMENTS 

~ Be impeccable with your words. 
~ Don’t take anything personally. 

~ Don’t make assumptions. 
~ Always do your best. 

 

CORE VALUES 

Respect 
Compassion 

Quality Healthcare 

Innovation 

Accountability 

Community 

LTC Residents:  31 

ILA Apartment Tenants:  7 

Laundry Washed:  10,349 

Dietary (Meals) 
Inpatient:  566 

LTC:  2881 

ILA:  324 

Employees: 1235 

Acute Care           
Inpatients:  22 

Outpatients: 1043 

Swing bed: 4 

Newborns: 4 

 OCTOBER STATS 

 

Cheryl Remington                                
Treasurer  

Greg Beougher                                
Member  

Dave Polifka                                
Chairperson  

Terry Ostmeyer                                
Vice-Chairperson   

GCMC’s Board of 
Trustees is a leadership 
team that is comprised 
of a diverse group of 

individuals passionate 
about providing access 
to healthcare regardless 

of the challenges that 
come with rural 

hospitals.   

  

GOVE COUNTY MEDICAL CENTER 

Deb Aton                               
Secretary   
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uring a disaster, whether it 
be accidentally, narturally, 
or intentionally caused, the 

hospital staff at GCMC must be 
prepared to respond.  This is 
primarily due to the influx of mass 
casualties.  It would only take 2-3 
injured or exposed people to present 
themselves in the emergency room 
before the hospital found themselves 
overwhelmed.   

This is true for all rural hospitals that 
are not accustomed to or equipped 
with the manpower to handle a 
multitude of injured persons all at 
once.  To handle such a situation, 
GCMC enlists the help of volunteers 
throughout the facility to prepare for 
the unknown.   

In November, GCMC put out an 
open call for volunteers for the 
Hospital Emergency Response 
Training (HERT).  None of the 
individuals that volunteered, work at 
the hospital in a direct care capacity.  

The volunteers that took the eight 
hour course were trained how to 
handle disasters that may involve chemical, biological, 
radiological, nuclear, and explosive hazards.  Each of these 
hazards would require decontamination of patients, advanced 
personal protective measures for hospital staff, and 
nontraditional treatment measures.  The HERT training 
addressed the healthcare response at the operations level for 
the hospital and its personnel.   

The course was taught by Roy Litfin, Emergency 
Preparedness Director at GCMC and Jonathon Blackburn 
with the Kansas Healthcare Coalition.  The eight hour course 
involved bookwork, personal protective equipment (PPE) and 
testing.  Each volunteer was required to properly don and doff 
a chemical resistant protective suit with an enclosed pressure 
demand self-contained breathing Apparatus (SCBA).  The 
volunteers assisted fellow classmates in the donning and 
doffing of the PPE.  Once all the participants were dressed out 
in their PPE, they were tasked with walking through the entire 

 HERT Training at GCMC 
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hospital to experience the demand and awkwardness of trying 
to operate from within the suit.  An optional ice packed vest 
was worn to avoid overheating.   

The class was also shown how the Emergency Room bay at 
the hospital would be organized to serve as a decontamination 
staging for victims.  GCMC has decontamination showers 
located within the bay as well.   

The course prepares healthcare responders to utilize the 
Hospital Incident Command System.  This was done so that 
they may integrate an emergency treatment area into the 
community emergency response network during a mass 
casualty incident involving victim contamination.  Upon 
completion of the course, the students were able to establish 
an emergency treatment area, determine the appropriate level 
of PPE, and conduct triage followed by decontamination of 
ambulatory and nonambulatory patients as members of the 
Hospital Emergency Response Team (HERT).  
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during National Influenza 
Vaccination Week (December 5
-9, 2022), the National 
Foundation for Infectious 

Diseases (NFID) is urging everyone 
age 6 months and older to get an 
annual influenza (flu) vaccine, 
especially adults whose chronic health 
conditions put them at higher risk.   

Anyone can get sick with flu, but 
adults with certain chronic health 
conditions, including heart disease, 
lung disease, and diabetes, are at 
increased risk of flu-related 
complications. These complications 
include hospitalization and death, 
even when the condition is well-
controlled.  

Although nearly all Health Care 
Providers (HCP) say they recommend 
flu vaccines to their patients with 
chronic health conditions at least some 
of the time, only 45% of US adults 
with a chronic health condition say 
they were vaccinated against flu by 
early November 2021.  Most patients 
with chronic health conditions (86%) 
say an HCP recommended they get a 
flu vaccine in the past year, and more 
than half (56%) of patients received 
the recommendation from a primary 
care physician.  

 

 

 This flu season, more than 
ever, it is critical that 
everyone age 6 months and 
older gets a flu vaccine to 
help reduce the spread of flu and 
associated complications that can lead 
to hospitalization and death. This will 
not only reduce illnesses and save 
lives but can lessen the burden on 
healthcare systems and help preserve 
medical resources for the care of 
COVID-19 patients.  

Most people who become sick with 
flu recover in a few days, but some 
may develop serious complications, 
like pneumonia, bronchitis, and sinus 
infection. For people with certain 
chronic health conditions, their 
impacted immune systems not only 
put them at high risk of these serious 
flu-related complications, but flu can 
also make their chronic health 
problems worse. Even healthy people 
with well-managed conditions may 
not be able to fight off infection.  

The American Lung Association, 
American Diabetes Association, and 
American Heart Association recently 
issued a joint statement about the 
need for people living with certain 
chronic health conditions to get a flu 
vaccine, just as they take their   
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prescribed medications, as part of their 
regular healthcare management.  

While vaccine effectiveness can vary, 
recent studies show that, on average, 
flu vaccination reduces the number of 
flu-related trips to the doctor and can 
help prevent severe flu illness 
requiring hospitalization. In people 
who get vaccinated but still get sick, 
flu vaccination can reduce the severity 
and duration of the illness.  Let’s all do 
our part to get vaccinated.  Contact 
your local health provider or the 
Health Department to get your shot 
today.  

GCMC hopes that you will join us this 
year as we encourage everyone, 
especially those at higher risk to 
protect themselves and their loved 
ones from flu this season by getting a 
flu vaccine.                Source www.nfid.org 

  “During flu season, 90% of adults who 
are hospitalized with flu have an 
underlying medical condition.” 

 

 

https://www.lung.org/about-us/media/press-releases/Get-Flu-Shot-Joint-Statement.html
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/vaccines-work/index.html


GOVE COUNTY MEDICAL CENTER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUALITY:  MORE THAN THE NUMBERS WE REPORT 

 

Gove County Medical Center is very proud of its Patient and Family 
Advisory Council (PFAC).  Is there a better way to guide the quality of a 
patient / family experience than first hand?  This amazing committee helps 
form and improve everyone’s experience at Gove County Medical Center 
every month.    
 

PFAC 

VISION STATEMENT 

GOVE COUNTY MEDICAL CENTER WILL SERVE THOSE WHO 
TRUST IN THEIR CARE AND INCREASE COMMUNICATION 

BETWEEN PATIENT/FAMILIES, COMMUNITY, RESIDENTS, AND 
STAFF. 

 

 

The Patient & Family Advisory Council is dedicated to establishing a 
culture where patients and families of Gove County Medical Center have a 
voice in the quality of healthcare and an environment of safety. 
We do this by working in active partnership with our health care providers 
to: 
 Strengthen communication and collaboration among patients, families, 

caregivers and staff 
 Promote patient and family advocacy and involvement 
 Participate in acute, swing bed, outpatient, emergency and clinic 

services and policies.  
 

Please feel free to reach out to any PFAC committee member to share your 
excellent experience, or areas where we might be able to improve.      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quality Corner 
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You Can’t Fake Quality 



 

Long Term Care Corner 
 

 

November is the month of thankfulness. The 
residents were asked to list some things that 
they are thankful for.  The list consisted of 
God, family, health, caregivers, staff, GCMC 

Long Term Care, community, and freedom.  GCMC 
has some of the most caring, loving, and thankful 
residents in the LTC.  The residents were teary-eyed 
when talking about everything that they are thankful 
for.  It touches our hearts at GCMC to hear the stories 

of having nothing growing up and being thankful for 
everything they were given, what they have 
accomplished for their families, and for what they 
have now.  The residents wanted to give back to the 

community and county they live in and decided to do 
Operation Christmas Child boxes (OCC).  The 
residents adopted four angels off the angel tree and 
bought food, soap, shampoo, and laundry soap for the 
Gove County Food Pantry.  

Operation Christmas 
Child Box 
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The residents stated it felt good to give back to a 
community and county that shows them so much love 
Thank you to everyone who has shown kindness and love 
to GCMC residents over the years. You are appreciated!  



 

 

 

GOVE COUNTY MEDICAL CENTER 
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Spotlight Specialty Clinic 
  

Holistic Pain Management  

High Quality Non-Surgical Pain Treatment 
 

Treatments Include: 

Steroid Injections 

Radio-frequency Ablations 

Nerve Block 

Trigger Point Injections 

Accepting New Patients 

 

Brad Wertz, APRN-C, CRNA 

 

And  More 

For Those That Suffer From: 

ACL Tears 

Achilles Tendonitis 

Ankle Pain 

Back Pain 

Knee Pain 

Leg Pain 

Low Back Pain 

Migraines 

Bulging Disc 

Chronic Pain 

Neck Pain 

Osteoarthritis 

Face Pain 

Foot Pain 

Rotator Cuff Tears 

Fibromyalgia 

Sciatica 

Scoliosis 



 

HUMAN RESOURCES 
 

Meet our newest team members and welcome them to  Gove County Medical Center 

Laurie Johnson 

Position:  Acute Care RN 

Start Date:  11-2-22 

Laurie worked for GCMC from 2010-2014 
as a nurse.  She has been recently doing 
traveling nursing .  When asked why she 
wanted to work at GCMC she said that 
there is just something about the place and 
it feels like home.  

 

 

 

 

 
SERVICES AT GCMC 

 

 

 Bone Density 

 Cancer Therapy 
(Cancer 
Rehabilitation) 

 Cardiac Rehabilitation 

 Cardiology 

 Complete Decongestive 
Therapy (CDT) 

 CT Scan 

 Diabetic & Nutrition 

 Direct Access Testing 

 Dry Needling 

 Laboratory 

 Lymphedema Therapy 

 Mammograms 

 MRI 

 Obstetrics 

 Occupational Therapy 

 Orthopedics 

 Pain Management 
 Physical Therapy 

 Plastic Surgery 

 Podiatry 

 Radiology 

 Respiratory Care 

 Sleep Study 

 Sonography 

 Speech Therapy 

 Surgery 

 Swing Bed 

 Telemedicine 

 Therapy Pool (Aquatic 
Therapy) 

 Ultrasound 

 Women's Health 

 Wound Care 

 X-Ray 
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Bev Margheim 

Position:  Housekeeper 

Start Date:  11-7-22 

Bev formerly worked at Frontier Ag as 
scale help.  She came to Gove County 
Medical Center because she wanted to find 
a job to further herself that would better 
server her family.  Everyone welcome Bev 
to the GCMC family.  

Jenna Scofield 

Position:  Dietary Aide 

Start Date:  11-12-22 

Jenna formerly worked at Innonative  
restaurant in Oberlin while in high school.  
She is now a freshman at Fort Hays State 
University studying photography.  She 
came to GCMC because her best friend 
works here.  

https://gcmc.org/services/radiology/
https://gcmc.org/services/physical-therapy/
https://gcmc.org/services/physical-therapy/
https://gcmc.org/services/physical-therapy/
https://gcmc.org/services/physical-therapy/cardiac-rehabilitation/
https://gcmc.org/services/cardiology/
https://gcmc.org/services/physical-therapy/
https://gcmc.org/services/physical-therapy/
https://gcmc.org/services/radiology/
https://gcmc.org/services/diabetic-nutrition/
https://gcmc.org/services/laboratory/
https://gcmc.org/services/physical-therapy/
https://gcmc.org/services/laboratory/
https://gcmc.org/services/physical-therapy/
https://gcmc.org/services/mammograms/
https://gcmc.org/services/radiology/
https://gcmc.org/services/obstetrics/
https://gcmc.org/services/physical-therapy/
https://gcmc.org/services/orthopedic/
https://gcmc.org/services/pain-management/
https://gcmc.org/services/physical-therapy/
https://gcmc.org/services/plastic-surgery/
https://gcmc.org/services/podiatry/
https://gcmc.org/services/radiology/
https://gcmc.org/services/respiratory-care/
https://gcmc.org/services/respiratory-care/sleep-study/
https://gcmc.org/services/radiology/
https://gcmc.org/services/physical-therapy/
https://gcmc.org/services/surgery/
https://gcmc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Swing-Bed.pdf
https://gcmc.org/services/telemedicine/
https://gcmc.org/services/physical-therapy/
https://gcmc.org/services/physical-therapy/
https://gcmc.org/services/radiology/
https://gcmc.org/services/physical-therapy/
https://gcmc.org/services/wound-care/
https://gcmc.org/services/radiology/


GCMC is an equal opportunity employer 
and offers competitive wages and an 

excellent benefit package.  Applications 
are available online at www.gcmc.org or 

through Human Resources at                
Gove County Medical Center                   

520 W 5th Street; Quinter, KS 67752 

Angel Batchelor 

Position:  Cook 

Start Date:  11-14-22 

Angel formerly worked at Western Plains 
Energy in Oakley and Days Inn in Ellis.  
She came to work at GCMC because of 
the opportunity for growth and new 
experiences.  She chose the Dietary 
Department because she enjoys cooking.   

HUMAN RESOURCES Continued 
   

 GOVE COUNTY MEDICAL CENTER 
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Emma Jones 

Position:  Lead Teacher I 

Start Date:  11-29-22 

Emma formerly taught at South Central 
High School in Coldwater for the last two 
years.  She came to GCMC because she 
grew up in Quinter and still has family 
here.  She also worked at the daycare 
during her college years.  

  

Trennie Skinner  

Position:  LTC CNA 

Start Date:  11-14-22 

Trennie formerly worked at the Long 
Term Care in Ransom, Kansas and has 
been a CNA/CMA for the past 30 years.  
She came to GCMC because she says she 
has always been thinking about coming 
here and decided to apply.  

  

  

http://www.gcmc.org


HUMAN RESOURCES 
  

 

 EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

 

 

 

 

IN SYMPATHY  
 

 

 

December Birthdays 

 

Hailey Mossman       12-5 

Lynette Guisinger         12-5 

Jami Lopez                   12-5 

Sydney Winter       12-7 

Amber Hatch        12-8 

Renee Horton        12-15 

Jessica Heier         12-16 

Mary Kreutzer       12-19 

Denise Woodworth       12-19 

Heather Zerr        12-22 

Kelsey Nelson        12-28 

Serenity Thomas       12-29 

Callie Kuntz        12-31 

 

LONG TERM CARE 

CNA - FT Evenings & Nights $3,500 SIGN-ON BONUS 

RN/LPN FT Evenings & Nights 

 

HOUSEKEEPING 

Housekeeper - FT Days 

 

ACUTE CARE 

RN- FT Nights SIGN-ON BONUS $10,000! 
 Acute Charge Nurse - Nights SIGN-ON BONUS $10,000! 

CNA - FT Days & Nights SIGN-ON BONUS $3,500! 
Health Unit Coordinator (HUC) - FT 

 

OPERATING ROOM 

Operating Room (OR) Supervisor - FT Days 

 

DIETARY  
Food Service Supervisor  - FT 

 

RADIOLOGY 

Ultrasound/Radiology Tech - FT 

 

LAB    
MT or MLT Days & Nights - FT 

Lab Manager - FT  
 

RESPIRATORY THERAPY  
Respiratory Therapist– Sleep Tech - FT 

 

ADMINISTRATION 

CEO Assistant - FT 

 

BUSINESS OFFICE 

AP Staff Accountant   - FT 

 

EARLY LEARNING CENTER 

Early Childhood Education Lead Teacher   - FT 

 

December Anniversaries 

 

 

23 YEARS 

Shirley Haffner 

14 YEARS 

Jeanne Lassman 

Katie Waldman 

 7 YEARS 

Christy Barry 

Tammy Marshall 
6 YEARS 

Emma Eilert 
2 YEARS 

Evie Gruenbacher 

1 YEAR 

Selena Gorsky 

Lindsay Wolf  
 

NEW COMPETITIVE WAGES! 
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We would like to offer our heartfelt 
condolences to our employees 
Tammy Marshall on the passing of 
her brother-in-law Don Williams and 
Angie Walt on the passing of her 
mother-in-law Rosemary Walt.  We 
pray that God comforts your family 
in this difficult time.  

 

THE PULSE—DECEMBER 2022 ISSUE 



  

December 2022 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    1 2  

Orthopedic 
Clinic         
Dr. Harbin 

3 

4 5 

PFAC 
4:30pm 

6 

Admin Mtg 
11am 

CNO Mgmt 
Mtg 1pm 

7 

Diabetic   
Clinic 

8 

Southwind 
Surgical      
Dr. Schultz 

9 10 

11 12 

Diabetic 
Clinic  

13 

Charge Nurse 
Mtg 3pm 

Nursing Mtg 
4pm 

Mammograms 

14 

Orientation 8am 

Body Mechanics 
11:15am 

Active Threat 
2pm 

15 

Orientation 
8am 

High Plains 
Podiatry   
Dr. Hinze 

16 17 

18 19 

Cardiology 
Clinic          
Dr. Hagley 

20 

QEC Day 
8am 

Admin Mtg 
11am 

 

21 22 

Auxiliary  
Bake Sale 8am 

CPR 8am & 
1pm 

23 

BOT Mtg 
8am 

24 

Christmas Eve 

25 

Merry  

Christmas 

26 27 

DM Mtg 
1pm 

Cardiology 
Clinic       
Dr. Wagle 

28 

Body 
Mechanics 
4pm 

29 30 31 

New Year’s 
Eve 
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