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How long have you worked in 
healthcare? 

I have been working in healthcare 
for approximately 5 years.  I 
received my Master’s Degree in 
Business and Healthcare 
Administration in 2016 and 
immediately started in healthcare 
shortly thereafter in an Executive 
Fellowship role. I had several 
areas of focus during my 
fellowship: Government Affairs, 
Community Relations, and CAH/
LTC management. From there, I 
spent approximately 4 years as a 
Senior Director of Operations for 
Skilled Nursing and LTC 
services.   

 

Tell us a little about your family 

My wife Christina and I have a 
strong passion for being part of 
rural communities and serving to 
meet some of the most important 
needs of our population.  As a 
kindergarten teacher, my wife has 
a passion and great skill for   

enforcement, and other local entities. 
At a state level, I will be a public 
advocate for GCMC and rural 
healthcare in partnership with 
statewide healthcare organizations.  

 

What do you consider your biggest 
accomplishment in your healthcare 
career? 

 I feel I have had several successes 
throughout my career, but the one 
that I value most is how we changed 
the way long-term care services were 
provided in my most recent 
healthcare organization. We shifted 
our focus from separately-run LTC 
facilities to a true service line with 
standardized processes and policies. 
Along with that, we increased our 
focus on our caregivers and 
teamwork, ultimately turning around 
our culture, improving our 
Department of Health survey results, 
and increasing the quality of care in 
our environments. It was a broad,       
                Continued on page 2 

meeting the educational needs of 
our youth as an Early Childhood 
Educator for grades K through 3.  

 

What do you hope to accomplish 
at GCMC? 

As a healthcare executive, my aim 
is to ensure that our GCMC 
healthcare environments are not 
only recognized as premier 
locations to receive care in our 
communities, but also premier 
places to work. My focus is always 
on the communities that we serve 
and the great people that make it 
possible to provide healthcare to 
our patients and residents on a 
daily basis. Culture is at the center 
of any healthcare organization’s 
major accomplishments, and the 
driving force of that culture should 
be to provide the highest quality 
services to anyone that needs 
healthcare. To develop such a 
culture, we will place a focus on 
creating value and improving 
access to high quality care while 
additionally ensuring that we 
enable a certain level of trust, 
accountability, respect, and 
appreciation among our caregivers.  
This mindset is at the core of what I 
hope to accomplish at GCMC. The 
goal should always be to develop 
intentional initiatives and a culture 
that facilitates continual 
improvements in the areas of 
quality, safety and patient 
satisfaction, while at the same time 
ensuring that we take care of our 
providers and caregivers so that 
they can take care of their patients 
and residents. 

   

On a personal level, my wife and I 
aim to be valued members of our 
communities. I aim to build upon 
existing relationships and 
partnerships with schools, law  

Just For the 

 Health of It 

By Wade Richard, Marketing Manager 

Q&A With New GCMC 

CEO Conner Fiscarelli  
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CEO Continued 

long-term goal with many small 
and large scale initiatives, but 
the overall change in direction 
for the LTC environments and 
being able to witness how it 
positively impacted residents, 
their families, and our staff alike 
was, and still is, a very rewarding 
accomplishment. 

 

What do you like to do in your 
free time? 

For the most part, my wife and I 
are pretty laid back in our 
downtime. We generally spend 
our free time together, doing 
random things here and there and 
going to the gym together. 
However, most of my other free 
time is spent at the golf course, 
watching sporting events on 
Saturdays and Sundays, and 
attending local events out in the 
community. 

 

Finally, Are you a sports fan?  
If so, Quinter is almost at the 
exact same distance from 
Kansas City as it is to 
Denver.  There are Chiefs fans 
here and Bronco fans.  If you 
had to choose, what team would 
you cheer on? 

I am a big sports fan. Primarily 
College Sports and NFL. I am an 
Oregon Duck, so I make a point to 
catch all of their basketball and 
football games. I am extremely 
competitive by nature and sports 
tend to bring that out in me.  As 
for the second question, I can’t 
imagine any response here is 
going to be well received by every 
member in the community, but I 
was raised to be a diehard New 
York Giants fan, so it isn’t often 
that I find myself cheering on any 
other team. That being said, 
Chiefs are the hot ticket right 
now, so I suppose the Broncos 
could use some love – and a 
quarterback. It would be great to 
see them land Aaron Rodgers in a 
trade.  ♦♦♦  

Please fill out and return to Joyce Adams by August 13th to 

be entered in a drawing for a prize.  Congratulations to last 

month’s winner Denise Wittman! 
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Awareness Month 

By Wade Richard, Marketing Manager 

National Immunization Awareness 
Month 

 

 August is National 

Immunization Awareness Month 

(NIAM). This annual observance 

highlights the importance of getting 

recommended vaccines throughout 

your life. You have the power to 

protect yourself and your family 

against serious diseases such as 

whooping cough, cancers caused by 

HPV, and pneumonia through on-

time vaccination.  

 During NIAM, Gove County 

Medical Center encourages you to 

talk to your doctor, nurse, or other 

healthcare professional to ensure 

that you and your family are up to 

date on recommended vaccines.  

GCMC also encourages you to visit 

CDC’s Interactive Vaccine Guide, 

which provides information on the 

vaccines recommended during 

pregnancy and throughout your 

child’s life.  

 In addition, as children head 

back to school this fall, it is 

important to make sure vaccination 

is at the top of your checklist. 

August is also a key time to make 

sure you are up to date on all the 

vaccines you need to stay healthy. 

You can use the CDC’s adult 

vaccine assessment tool to see which 

vaccines might be right for you.  

Why are vaccines so important? 

 Vaccines protect against serious 
diseases. 

 These diseases still exist and 
outbreaks do occur.  

 Vaccines are recommended 
throughout our lives.  

 Vaccines are very safe.  
 
Who all needs vaccines? 
  
Children:  

Getting vaccinated according to 

the recommended immunization 

schedule is one of the most 

important things a parent can do to 

protect their child’s health. 

Diseases can quickly spread 

among groups of children who 

aren’t vaccinated. Whether it’s a 

baby starting at a new child care 

facility- or even a college 

freshman – parents should check 

their child’s vaccination records. 

Preteens and Teens:  

By making sure vaccines are up to 

date, parents can send their 

preteens and teens to middle 

school and high school and 

also off to college with protection 

from vaccine preventable diseases. 

Adolescents and Adults: 

All adults should get vaccines to 

protect their health. Even healthy 

adults can become seriously ill, and 

can pass certain illnesses on to 

others.  

Pregnant Women:  

Vaccines are an important part of a 

healthy pregnancy.  Women should 

be up to date on their vaccines 

before becoming pregnant and 

should receive flu and whooping 

cough vaccines during pregnancy.  

Seniors:  

Seniors may need one or 

more vaccines, even if they received 

vaccines as a child or as a younger 

adult.  

Remember the Flu Vaccine:  

August is also a good time for you 

and your family to make plans to get 

the flu vaccine. The vaccine usually 

becomes available in mid- to late-

August. Getting the vaccine early 

can help prevent the flu throughout 

all of flu season. 

 Remember, it’s NAIM! 

Vaccines are the best defense we 

have against these and other serious 

diseases, and it’s important to make 

sure that you are up to date on all 

recommended vaccines.  ♦♦♦             
                         Source CDC.gov 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/growing/
https://www2.cdc.gov/nip/adultimmsched/
https://www2.cdc.gov/nip/adultimmsched/
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/ages-stages/young-adult/Pages/Healthy-Tips-for-the-College-Freshman.aspx
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Long Term Care Corner  

By Wade Richard, Marketing Manager 

Residents Take in Fun Activities                        

A Meal at Thirsty’s Brew Pub & Grill  

Painting With Ronna Schultz 

Resident of the Month   

John Russell Stewart aka Russell or Russ 

 Russell 

was born in 

Delphos, Kansas 

to Charles and 

Valeria 

(Thompson) 

Stewart on 

February 22, 1925.  

When Russell was 

two years old, he 

moved to a farm 

twenty miles south of Quinter, Kansas where his 

father would be working for his mother’s uncle.  

The family lived there in Rattle Snake Canyon for 

around four years before they moved north about 

three miles.  Their new location was about three 

miles up the road from where his father went to 

work.  The family was there until they moved their 

own farm in 1942 until 1943.   

 Russell attended all eight years of grade 

school and graduated high school in 1943.  A year 

after graduating, Russell left for the Navy where 

he had basic training in Farragut, Idaho.  After 

basic training he attended Radio School in San 

Diego, California where he graduated as a Radio 

Electrician.  Following graduation Russell was 

stationed in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii .  After being 

discharged from the Navy he returned to Quinter 

and joined his father in the family farming 

operation.   

  Russell and Mary Lou (Sutcliffe) Stewart 

were married on June 5, 1949.  Russell and Mary 

Lou’s son Tom and his wife Mona along with their 

son Justin and his wife Jill operated the family 

farm.  Russell and Mary Lou have a daughter Teri 

Lea who is an attorney that lives in Trophy Club, 

Texas with her husband Steve Mace.  Russell has 

six grandchildren and four great grandchildren and 

another expected in October.  ♦♦♦  
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Long Term Care Corner Continued 

Christmas in July  

By Wade Richard, Marketing Manager 

 It may have been almost 100 degrees outside 

but that didn’t stop the Christmas in July gathering 

for the residents and staff.  Everyone enjoyed snacks, 

drinks and good conversation.  There was even a 

visit from the big guy himself, Santa.  Each resident 

received a gift of a thermal cup for hot and cold 

drinks.   

‘Twas Christmas in July, when a visit from the big 

guy, gifted everyone with a cup, but love alone would 

have been enough.  So they toasted over tunes, and 

soon retiring to their rooms, longing for a midday 

nap, while Santa headed back.  Oh the joy seen on 

each face, from the many gifts they were graced, and 

now you know why, we have Christmas in July.  ♦♦♦  

Jacquetta Houser also 

celebrated her birthday 

and turning 101! 
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Recent Milestones 
 
 

August Anniversaries 
 

Marla Albin 34yrs 
Denise Lovelady  14yrs 

Mary Good  13yrs 
Star Hooper  10yrs 

Darwin Schuster  9yrs 
Carol Zahn  7yrs 

Ernie O’Banion  6yrs 
Taya Thornburg  6yrs 

Ivy Charles  4yrs 
Crystal Richards  4yrs 

Dora Delgado  3yrs 
Stan Ostmeyer  3yrs 
Wade Richard  3yrs 

Jonathan Sturgeon  3yrs 
Brittany Dinkel  2yrs 
Shelly Dinkel  2yrs 

Christie Salyers  2yrs 
Serenity Thomas  2yrs 

Ainsley Fagan  1yr 
Amber Hatch  1yr 
Anja Legleiter  1yr 

Nicole Wolf  1yr 
 

August Birthdays 
 

Gina Carman   8-3 
Peyton Havlas  8-3 

Lori Wills  8-7 
Ramon Nollora  8-9 
Abby Weber  8-12 

Stephen  Zeman  8-13 
Claudia Bentham  8-15 

Jonathan Sturgeon  8-16 
Crystal Richards  8-20 

Glenda Chase  8-22 
Kelly Rummel  8-23 

Veronica Generella  8-29 
Evy Wilson  8-31 

 

 

 

Human Resources Statistics  
New Hires / Terminations 

Termination = Voluntary or Involuntary 

GCMC is an Equal Opportunity Employer 

and a Tobacco Free Facility. 

 

 

July 2021  
 

New Hires:        Terminations:   

Full Time: 4         Full Time:  8   
Part Time: 0           Part Time: 0 
PRN: 2                     PRN:  0 

 
 
 

Human Resources 

Gove County Medical Center is proud to announce our new employee.  

Please say hello, and welcome her to our team!   

Jessa Borger 
LTC Nurse Aide Trainee 

Jessa had a good 
experience in the 

LTC with how the 
staff took care of 
her friend.  She 

took the CNA class 
to work at GCMC 
so she could “give 

back.” 

Max Nicholson 
Van Driver 

Max worked in 
manufacturing for 
30+ years in many     
different states.  He  
is now enjoys living 
in Northwest Kansas 
and is eager to serve 

the community 
through GCMC. 

Jessica works PRN for 
Hay Med as a Pharmacy 
Tech. and came to work 
for GCMC because she 
recently took the CNA 

class and did her clinicals 
at here.  

Hailey Mossman 
Patient Registration 

Clerk 

Desiree (Desi) Neff 
Radiologic Technologist 

Renee Wagoner 
OR Supervisor 

Nicole Walt 
Physical Therapist 

Hailey formerly 
worked as a general 

manager at Pizza 
Hut.  She came to 
GCMC to learn 

new skills and be a 
part of a great 

team. 

Renee has been a 
nurse for ten years.  
She was asked why 
she came to GCMC 

and she said she 
enjoys the 

dynamics and 
diversity of the 

surgery department. 

Nicole worked at 
Hays Med for the 
past 2 years.  She 
came to GCMC to 
expand her clinical 
skills, to have more 

time with family 
and be closer to 

home. 

Jessica Heier 
LTC Nurse Aide Trainee 

Desiree formerly 
worked at 

Wakeeney Family 
Care Center.  She 

came to GCMC for 
different 

opportunities and to 
gain experience in 

radiology. 
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Human Resources Continued Quote of the Month                
Provided by Joyce Adams, Risk Manager 

“No matter how you feel . . .Get up, 
dress up, show up, and Never give 
up”  

                                          Unknown 

MISSION STATEMENT 

Gove County Medical Center is  

committed to providing  

exceptional healthcare services 

delivered in a spirit of  

compassionate care. 

VISION STATEMENT 

Gove County Medical Center  

will be a prominent 

 healthcare provider      

in Northwest Kansas  

offering services which  

encompass the complete life cycle  

of our patients, residents          

and their loved ones.  

THE 4 AGREEMENTS 

~ Be impeccable with your words. 

~ Don’t take anything personally. 

~ Don’t make assumptions. 

~ Always do your best. 

CORE VALUES 

1. Respect 

2. Compassion 

3. Quality Healthcare 

4. Innovation 

5. Accountability 

6. Community 

Our heartfelt sympathies go out to Anja 

Legleiter on the loss of her aunt Virginia 

“Jenni” Lillard and her grandmother Rita 

Lillard.  We pray that God gives your family 

comfort during this difficult time.  

CURRENT JOB OPENINGS 
 
 

ADMINISTRATION  
Social Worker - FT 

 
LAB 

MLT or MT - FT 
 

LONG TERM CARE 
Registered Nurse or LPN - PRN Days, Evenings, Nights 

CNA - FT, PT, PRN Days, Evenings, Nights 
 

HOUSEKEEPING 
Housekeeper - FT, PT 

 
ACUTE CARE 

Registered Nurse - Nights FT, PT, PRN 
CNA - FT Nights 

Operating Room Nurse - FT 
 

DIETARY  
Dietary Aide - FT 

Cook - FT 
 

DAYCARE 
Lead Teacher - FT 

 

Do You Remember the 10 Tile Rule? 

www.gcmc.org 

As an employee of GCMC, we want to remind you that our 10 tile 

rule requires you to greet both co-workers and visitors in the hallway 

as you pass them.  Please make sure that you are playing an active 

roll in this.  We all love a kind greeting each day so please do your 
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By Wade Richard, Marketing Manager 

 

During the month of August we want recognize the employees from Restorative Care and Health Unit 
Coordination (HUC) and thank them for all they do for GCMC.  Thank you to each employee for your 
dedication and service to our patients and residents.  You are truly appreciated and we want to recognize you. 

Tuesday August 10th 9am Tuesday August 10th 9am --  11am11am  

Thursday August 26th  3pm Thursday August 26th  3pm --  5pm5pm  

Restorative Care From left to right:  Ricki 

Wertz, Denise Wittman, and Mary Good 

Health Unit Coordination:  Bonnie Walt 



August 2021  2020 • Pulse Newsletter • Gove County Medical Center                                                                   9 

Statistics For Hospital, LTC and ILA June 2021 

 

 

 

2020 Comparison 

Dietary (Meals served): 

Inpatient:  549  

LTC:  2911 

ILA:  293 

Employees:  1395 

LTC Residents:  35 

ILA Apartment Tenants: 6 

Laundry Washed: 12,957 

Acute Care:           

Inpatients:  31 

Outpatients:  1006 

Swing bed:  9 

Newborns:  2 

Acute Care:           

Inpatients: 20 

Outpatients: 808 

Swing bed:  5 

Newborns:  7 

Dietary (Meals served):   

Inpatient: 260 

LTC:  3483 

ILA:  383 

Employees:  1600 

LTC Residents:  44 

ILA Apartment Tenants:  7 

Laundry Washed:  14,456 
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Orthopedics  

Dr. Harbin, MD 

Orthopedics  

Dr. Sears, MD 

Plastic Surgery  

Dr. Potter, DO 

SPECIALTY CLINICS 

Gove County Medical Center offers many specialty clinics focusing on practices that can only be found 

in larger metropolitan areas.  We offer clinics specializing in Orthopedics, Plastic Surgery, General 

Surgery, Cardiology, Podiatry, Pain, Diabetics, Diet, and Nutrition.  Visit www.gcmc.org for more 

information. 

General Surgery 

Dr. Schultz, MD 

General Surgery 

Dr. Gabel, DO 

Cardiology  

Dr. Hagley, MD 

Cardiology  

Dr. Curtis, MD 

Podiatry  

Dr. Hinze, DPM 

Gary Hembd, CRNA  

Pain Management 

Diabetic/Dietitian/
Nutrition   

Janette Burbach, MS 
RD CDE 

Pain Management 

Brad Wertz, CRNA 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 

PFAC Mtg 4:30 

3 

Plastics Clinic 

Dr. Potter 

Mammos 

4 

Nursing Staff 

In-service 10am 

Diabetic Clinic  

5 

Housekeeping 

Mtg 2pm  

Southwind 

Surgical          

Dr. Schultz 

6 7 

8 9 10 11 

Orientation 

8am 

NW KS 

Surgical         

Dr. Gabel  

12 

Orientation 

8am  

13 

Ortho Clinic   

Dr. Harbin  

14 

15 16 17 

Plastics Clinic 

Dr. Potter 

18 

Nursing Staff    

In-service  10am 

Diabetic Clinic   

19 

Auxiliary Mtg 

1:30pm  

High Plains 

Podiatry              

Dr. Hinze 

20 

BOT Mtg 9am  

21 

22 23 

Cardiology 

Clinic (TBD) 

24 

QEC Day 

7:30am  

25 

CPR Basement 

8am & 1pm  

NWKS 

Surgical        

Dr. Gabel  

26 27 28 

29 30 31 

DM Mtg 1pm  

LTCF Staff 

Mtg 3pm  

    


